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EDUCATION 


EDUCATIONAL  PLACEMENT  OF  EXCEPTIONAL  STUDENTS: 
CONSULTATION  PAPER 


For  more  than  a  decade,  Alberta  schools  have  been  striving  to  serve  the  majority  of  exceptional 
students  in  the  regular  classroom,  and  in  their  neighborhood  schools. 

Today,  most  Albertans  agree  that  students  with  special  needs  must  be  full  participants  in  school 
and  in  society.  Exceptional  students  have  the  right  to  take  part  in  regular  school  activities,  and 
when  they  do  so  they  have  a  better  chance  of  developing  their  full  potential. 

When  exceptional  students  are  "integrated,"  the  other  students  also  benefit.  They  learn  to 
understand,  accept  and  respect  persons  who  are  different  from  themselves.  They  learn  about 
living  in  a  caring  and  supportive  society. 

This  consultation  paper  presents  a  draft  policy  that  formally  identifies  integration  as  the  first 
option  for  educating  exceptional  students.  However,  the  policy  also  states  that  there  must 
continue  to  be  flexibility  to  meet  the  needs  of  individual  students.  And,  the  policy  states  that 
individual  students  and  their  parents  need  to  be  involved  in  making  choices  that  are  right  for 
them. 

We  are  now  doing  fairly  well  at  integrating  exceptional  kids.  Over  90%  are  currently  fiilly  or 
partially  integrated  into  the  regular  classroom.  But  we  need  to  do  better.  Integration  needs  to 
be  the  first  option  for  more  kids. 

For  your  convenience,  I've  enclosed  a  response  form.  I  look  forward  to  receiving  your 
reactions. 


Yours  sincerely. 
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BACKGROUND 

Since  the  early  1980s,  Alberta  schools  have  gradually  included  more  and  more  students  with 
special  needs  in  regular  classrooms. 

Previously,  it  was  common  to  find  exceptional  students  in  special  classes,  segregated  fi-om  their 
peers.  As  well,  students  with  severe  (or  even  moderate)  handicaps  often  attended  private 
schools. 

Today,  a  large  number  of  exceptional 
students  in  Alberta  are  attending  their 
neighborhood  schools.  Only  1.8% 
attend  special,  segregated  schools.  A 
recent  survey  indicates  that 
approximately  60%  of  exceptional 
students  are  being  educated  in  a  regular 
classroom,  and  another  32%  are  in  a 
regular  classroom  part  of  the  time. 
Figure  1  provides  details  about  the 
placement  of  exceptional  students  in 
Alberta  in  1992. 

How  has  this  significant  change  come  about?  Public  attitudes  have  changed.  Parents  and  special 
needs  organizations  have  advocated  change.  The  philosophy  and  theory  of  teaching  has  changed. 
Now,  most  people  agree  that  integration  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  majority  of  exceptional 
students. 

Recent  initiatives  of  the  government  of  Alberta  reflect  and  support  the  growing  interest  in 
integrating  exceptional  students.  In  1990,  Minister  of  Education  Jim  Dinning  outlined  a  Vision 
for  Education  in  which  he  indicated:  "Our  focus  will  be  on  doing  what's  best  for  disabled 
students  —  developing  their  full  potential.  Integration  will  be  the  norm  for  disabled  students  and 
will  give  them  the  chance  they  need  to  learn,  to  grow,  and  to  become  full  participants  in  our 
schools  and  in  our  society."  This  vision  statement  echoed  an  earlier  recommendation  of  the 
Premier's  Council  on  the  Status  of  Persons  with  Disabilities:  "By  the  year  2000,  all  children 
will  have,  as  their  right,  access  in  their  home  communities,  in  the  neighborhood  schools,  to  the 
same  quality  of  education  which  is  available  to  all  other  students. " 

In  1991,  Alberta  Education  held  regional  meetings  across  the  province  to  discuss  issues  and 
solutions  to  the  challenges  involved  in  integrating  exceptional  students.  Alberta  Education  also 
established  an  Integration  Advisory  Committee  with  representation  from  parent  groups, 
community  groups,  education  associations  and  government.  In  May  1991,  the  Minister's  Forum 
on  Special  Education  gave  a  cross-section  of  students,  parents,  teachers,  special  interest  groups, 
administrators  and  trustees  the  opportunity  to  discuss  ideas  such  as  integration  and  share  their 
views. 


FIGURE  1. 

Placement  of  Exceptional  Students  in  Alberta 
(Alberta  Education  Response  Centre,  1992) 
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At  these  meetings  and  forums,  people  stated  clearly  that  a  policy  on  integration  is  needed  to  give 
clear  direction  and  guide  school  boards  and  schools. 

WHERE  WE  ARE  NOW 

Proposed  Policy 

For  at  least  10  years,  Alberta  Education  has  been  encouraging  school  boards  to  provide 
programs  for  exceptional  students  in  regular  school  programs,  whenever  it  is  appropriate.  The 
policy  manual  on  special  education  includes  a  statement  to  this  effect,  and  numerous  Alberta 
Education  documents  express  a  philosophy  of  equality,  sharing,  participation,  and  the  worth  and 
dignity  of  individuals. 

However,  there  has  not  been  a  formal  policy  regarding  integration  as  the  first  choice.  Alberta 
Education  has  provided  encouragement,  but  no  specific  guidelines  for  school  boards  and  schools 
that  want  to  move  in  this  direction. 

After  extensive  discussion  and  consultation,  the  government  of  Alberta  has  drafted  this  policy 
for  review  by  parents,  community  members  and  educators: 


The  Individual,  unique  needs  of  each  child  must  be  the  primary  focus  in  providing 
education  to  all  students.  Integration  of  exceptional  students  in  regular  classrooms 
in  the  neighboriiood  school  shall  be  the  first  option  considered  by  school  boards,  in 
consultation  with  students  and/or  parents/guardians.  Other  program  options  should 
be  maintained  wherever  possible  to  meet  the  diverse  and  unique  needs  of  each 
student,  and  parents  and  students  must  have  informed  choice  and  meaningful 
participation  in  decisions  about  placement  and  programs. 


By  providing  direction  about  how  integrated  programs  for  exceptional  students  should  be 
implemented,  the  draft  policy  will  ensure  that  every  exceptional  student  in  the  province  has  the 
option  of  participating  in  an  integrated  program  in  his  or  her  neighborhood  school.  This  does 
not  mean  that  every  exceptional  student  must  be  integrated,  only  that  the  choice  is  available  to 
all  exceptional  students  and  their  parents. 

Principles 

These  are  the  main  principles  underlying  the  proposed  policy: 

•  Integration  should  be  the  first  option  for  all  students  with  special  needs. 

•  Parents  and  students  must  be  informed  about  the  choices  available  to  them,  and  be  actively 
involved  in  decisions  about  their  child's  placement  and  programs. 

•  Alternative  options  should  also  be  available  to  meet  the  individual  needs  of  children.  For 
example,  segregated,  specialized  placements  may  be  the  most  suitable  ones  for  some 
students  who  are  learning  disabled,  hearing  impaired,  behaviorally  disordered,  or  gifted  and 
talented. 


Questions  and  Answers 


We  anticipate  that  these  issues  may  be  raised  in  discussions  of  the  proposed  policy: 

1.  Question:  "Integration  should  be  the  first  option  for  exceptional  students."  Does  this 
statement  reduce  the  flexibility  available  to  schools  in  dealing  with  the  individual  needs  of 
kids? 

Answer:  Choices  and  options  will  continue  to  be  extensive.  Flexibility  will  still  be  a 
central  principle  of  all  special  education  programs. 

Schools  will  continue  to  develop  an  Individualized  Program  Plan  (IPP)  for  each  student 
with  special  needs.    The  IPP  approach  addresses  the  individual  needs  of  exceptional 
students.     Choices  about  a  student's  individual  program  will  be  made  through  the 
co-operative  efforts  of  school  staff,  students  (where  appropriate)  and  parents. 

2.  Question:  Are  we  not  forgetting  about  the  needs  of  the  other  children  who  must 
accommodate  a  handicapped  child  in  their  classroom? 

Answer:  Absolutely  not.  All  children  can  learn  from  each  other.  Research  has  shown 
that  the  children  who  have  the  opportunity  to  share  their  lessons  with  an  exceptional 
classmate  learn  to  understand,  accept  and  respect  others  who  are  different  from 
themselves. 

If  the  presence  of  a  special  needs  child  disrupts  the  studies  of  the  other  students  in  the 
class,  schools  and  school  boards  have  a  responsibility  to  address  the  problem.  They  must 
ensure  that  a)  the  exceptional  student  has  been  appropriately  placed  and  his  or  her  program 
properly  planned,  and  b)  if  the  student  is  placed  appropriately,  that  both  the  teacher  and 
the  exceptional  student  have  the  support  and  resources  they  need.  Some  students  who  have 
behavioral  disorders  and  are  disruptive  and  violent  may  need  to  be  placed  in  a  segregated 
program,  at  least  temporarily. 

Under  no  circumstances  should  integration  place  the  needs  of  one  child  over  another. 
School  programs  must  meet  the  needs  of  all  children. 

3.  Question:  Is  the  provincial  government  providing  adequate  funding  for  special  education 
programs? 

Answer:  Alberta  Education  provides  additional  funding  for  special  education  programs 
and  services.  In  1991,  Alberta  Education's  total  grants  for  special  education  came  to 
approximately  $97  million. 

School  boards  are  also  expected  to  allocate  local  revenues  to  special  education,  at  about 
the  same  provincial/local  ratio  as  for  regular  education.  A  recent  survey  indicates  that  the 
provincial  government  provides  a  fair  and  reasonable  level  of  support  for  special 
education. 
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EDUCATIONAL  PLACEMENT  OF  EXCEPTIONAL  STUDENTS: 

RESPONSE  FORM 


Alberta  Education  invites  you  to  review  the  Educational  Placement  of  Exceptional  Students: 
Consultation  Paper.  The  draft  policy  presented  in  the  Consultation  Paper  was  developed  as  a 
result  of  the  integration  meetings  and  the  Minister's  Forum  on  Special  Education  held  in  1991. 

Your  comments  will  assist  in  any  revisions  to  the  draft  policy  on  integration. 

To  facilitate  processing,  please  submit  the  completed  response  form  in  the  self-addressed 
envelope  provided.  We  would  appreciate  your  response  no  later  than  June  30, 1992.  Please  send 
the  response  form  to: 

H.L.  Finnestad 

Alberta  Education  Response  Centre 
6240-  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  3L2 

Telephone:  422-6326     Fax:  422-2039 

RESPONDENT  INFORMATION 

Please  check  in  appropriate  space(s). 


1. 

Parents'  association 

11. 

Educators'  association 

2. 

Individual  parent 

12. 

School  staff 

3. 

Ethnic/cultural  association 

13. 

Individual  teacher 

4. 

Native  people's  association 

14. 

Staff  or  student  of  Faculty  of  Education 

5. 

Francophone  association 

15. 

Labour 

6. 

Students'  association 

16. 

Business/industry 

7. 

Individual  student 

17. 

Other  government  department  or 

8. 

School  board 

agency 

9. 

Trustees'  association 

18. 

Other  organization.  Please  specify 

10. 

Teachers'  association 

Where  applicable,  educators  please  check  in  appropriate  space(s). 

 1.   ECS    2.  Elementary  (Grades  1-6)   3.  Junior  High  (Grades  7-9) 

  4.  Senior  High  School  (Grades  10-12)  5.  Other 
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1 .  Do  you  support  the  integration  policy  as  written?  See  Educational  Placement  of  Exceptional 
Students:  Consultation  Paper. 


2.  Are  the  definitions  clear  and  adequate? 


3.  Do  the  procedures  explain  fully  what  schools  and  school  boards  need  to  know  about  the 
integration  process? 


4.  How  can  integration  be  implemented  within  the  constraints  of  the  current  economic  climate? 


5.  How  can  the  co-ordination  and  delivery  of  support  services  for  exceptional  students  be 
improved? 


6.  Additional  Comments 


Optional  Information 

Respondent's  Name: 
Address:  


Telephone: 


DUCATION  IN  THE  '90s  '"^ 


Communications  Branch,  11160  Jasper  Avenue,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K0L2  (403)427-2285 


Placement  of  exceptional  students  -  a  consultation  paper 

The  goal  is  dear:  to  provide  special  needs  children  with  quality  education  programs  that  meet  their  unique  needs, 
and  at  the  same  time,  give  them  a  sense  of  belonging  and  contributing  to  their  community. 

What's  sometimes  not  as  clear  is  how  to  achieve  that  goal.  What  type  of  placement  is  best  for  children  with 
exceptional  needs? 

Placement  of  exceptional  students  into  regular  classrooms  is  a  growing  trend  supported  and  achieved  by  parents, 
teachers,  school  administrators,  and  service  organizations  working  together.  Over  the  past  five  years,  more  and 
more  children  with  special  needs  have  been  integrated  into  regular  classrooms,  giving  them  the  opportunity  to 
learn  along  with  their  peers. 

At  the  same  time,  parents,  school  boards,  classroom  teachers  and  service  groups  have  a  number  of  questions 
about  overall  policy  on  the  placement  of  exceptional  children.  Who  decides  what  type  of  setting  is  best  for  the 
child  and  on  what  basis?  Is  integration  the  best  altemative  for  all  children?  What  role  should  parents  and 
students  themselves  play  in  decisions  about  programs? 

The  purpose  of  this  consultation  paper  is  to  address  those  questions  and  provide  the  basis 
and  policy. 

Highlights  of  the  paper  are: 

•  Decisions  about  the  placement  of  exceptional  students  should  be  made  on  the  basis 
of  one  primary  objective:  doing  what  is  best  for  the  child. 

•  Integration  into  a  regular  classroom  setting  should  be  considered  as  the  first  option  for 
placement  of  exceptional  children. 

•  Program  options  should  be  maintained  in  order  to  meet  the  diverse  and  unique  needs 
of  students. 

•  Placement  in  an  alternate  setting  should  be  provided  when  such  a  placement  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
child.  The  longer  term  goal  in  these  cases  should  be  to  move  to  a  more  integrated  setting. 

•  Parents  and  students  must  be  informed  about  the  choices  available  to  them,  and  be  actively  involved  in 
discussions  about  their  child's  placement  and  programs. 

The  first  option  of  integrating  exceptional  students  into  regular  classrooms  in  neighbourhood  schools  is  a  major 
challenge.  It  will  require  a  combination  of  desire,  determination,  time  and  resources.  The  goal  is  twofold.  First, 
to  ensure  that  all  special  needs  students  have  the  opportunity  to  share  experiences,  to  grow  and  develop  in  an 
environment  that  promotes  their  dignity  and  worth,  and  to  prepare  them  to  live  in  and  contribute  to  our  larger, 
integrated  society.  And  second,  to  give  all  students  the  opportunity  to  learn  along  with  special  needs  students, 
and  to  understand  their  unique  abilities. 


for  future  direction 


"The  individmly 
unique  needs  of 
each  child  must  be 
the  primary  focus 
in  providing 
education  to  all 
students, " 


April  23,1992 


In  the  words  of  an  educator:  "Integration  is  first:  all  cfiildren  learning,  working,  playing  together  -  in  and  out 
of  school,  and  second:  support  to  make  it  happen.' 

In  that  sense,  integration  is  not  just  about  children.  It's  also  about  integration  of  progranns,  funding  and  facilities. 
One  teacher  in  the  classroom  cannot  meet  all  the  needs  of  students.  A  key  focus  of  the  consultation  paper  is 
on  the  need  for  a  variety  of  partners  -  doctors,  speech  pathologists,  social  workers,  community  agencies,  and 
government  departments  -  to  work  together  as  a  team  to  meet  each  child's  needs. 

The  consultation  paper  is  the  culmination  of  a  number  of  activities  and  initiatives  that  have  taken  place  over  the 
past  two  years.  Jim  Dinning,  Minister  of  Education,  outlined  the  government's  Vision  for  Education  in  which  he 
indicated  that:  "Our  focus  will  be  on  doing  what's  best  for  disabled  students  -  developing  their  full  potential. 
Integration  into  the  regular  classroom  will  be  the  norm  for  disabled  students  and  will  give  them  the  chance  they 
need  to  learn,  to  grow,  and  to  become  full  participants  in  our  schools  and  in  our  society."  This  vision  statement 
echoed  an  earlier  recommendation  of  the  Premier's  Council  on  the  Status  of  Persons  with  Disabilities:  "By  the 
year  2000,  all  children  will  have,  as  their  right,  access  in  their  home  communities,  in  the  neighbourhood  schools, 
to  the  same  quality  of  education  which  is  available  to  all  other  students." 

During  the  fall  of  1 990  the  Education  Response  Centre  developed  an  Integration  Action  Plan.  A  key  component 
of  the  plan  was  the  need  for  a  provincewide  policy  on  integration.  In  AAay,  1 991 ,  the  Minister's  Forum  on 
Special  Education  brought  together  a  cross  section  of  students,  parents,  teachers,  special  interest  groups, 
administrators  and  trustees.  Views  on  integration  as  well  as  a  number  of  other  issues  in  special  education  were 
shared  among  participants.  Following  from  the  Forum,  an  Advisor/ Committee  on  Integration  has  been  providing 
advice  to  Alberta  Education  regarding  development  of  the  proposed  policy  on  integration  of  exceptional 
children.  Organizations  represented  on  the  Advisory  Committee  include: 

•  Alberta  Association  for  Community  Living 

•  Alberta  Family  and  Social  Services 

•  Alberta  Home  and  School  Councils'  Association 

•  Alberta  School  Boards  Association 

•  Alberta  Teachers'  Association 

•  Conference  of  Alberta  School  Superintendents 

•  Learning  Disabilities  Association  of  Alberta 

•  Premier's  Council  on  the  Status  of  Persons  with  Disabilities 

•  University  of  Alberta 

The  consultation  paper  is  being  distributed  widely  for  discussion  and  reaction.  School  staff,  parents,  community 
groups  and  all  interested  Albertans  are  invited  to  provide  their  comments  and  advice. 

Comments  should  be  forwarded  to:       Harvey  Finnestad,  Director 

Education  Response  Centre 
Alberta  Education 
6240  -  1 1 3  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta   T6H  3L2 
Phone:  (403)  422-6326 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Harvey  Finnestad  at  422-6326  or  Peggy  Garritty,  Director,  Communications,  427-2285. 
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Schools  alone  can't  cover  all  the  non-instructional  costs  of  serving  exceptional  children. 
Creative  approaches  to  co-ordinating  services  with  other  government  departments  and 
community  agencies  can  help  us  make  the  best  possible  use  of  available  funds. 

4.  Question:  How  much  does  integrating  special  needs  children  cost?  Besides  the  direct 
costs  of  instruction,  will  there  not  be  added  costs  in  terms  of  teacher  training,  support 
services  for  the  special  needs  child,  additional  resources  and  so  on?  Or  does  integration 
cost  less,  and  if  so,  is  it  being  used  to  save  money  and  not,  as  people  say,  to  meet 
students'  needs? 

Answer:  Information  about  the  costs  of  the  various  models  of  segregated  or  integrated 
instruction  is  inconclusive.  The  Alberta  Education  Response  Centre  will  review  the  costs 
incurred  by  school  boards  that  have  introduced  integrated  programs.  Since  the  same 
students  have  the  same  needs  regardless  of  which  teaching  approach  is  used,  the  costs 
should  not  be  appreciably  different. 

Integration  is  usually  a  more  effective  way  of  helping  the  exceptional  student  learn  and 
grow.  Therefore,  if  integration  does  cost  slightly  more,  many  would  say  it  is  worth  it. 

DETAILS  OF  THE  PROPOSED  POLICY:  DEFINITIONS,  LEGISLATION  AND 
PROCEDURES 

Definitions 

In  this  policy: 

1.  Exceptional  students  are  students  who  are  deemed  to  need  a  special  education  program 
because  of  their  special  needs,  which  are  related  to  their  behavior,  communication, 
intellectual,  physical  characteristics  or  a  combination  of  those  characteristics. 

2.  An  education  program  for  exceptional  students  is  a  program  based  on  the  results  of 
continuous  assessment  and  evaluation  and  includes  a  plan  with  specific  objectives  and 
recommendations  for  education  services  that  meet  students'  needs. 

3.  An  Individualized  Program  Plan  (IPP)  is  a  concise  plan  of  action,  designed  to  address 
the  special  needs  of  an  exceptional  student,  and  is  based  on  diagnostic  information  which 
provides  the  basis  for  intervention  strategies. 

4.  Integration  is  a  strategy  that  provides  opportunities  for  exceptional  students  to  receive 
instruction  in  regular  classes  in  neighborhood  schools  with  peers  who  do  not  have  learning 
difficulties  or  special  needs. 

5.  A  regular  classroom  is  a  setting  in  which  students  are  brought  together  for  instruction 
purposes  with  program  accommodations  to  meet  the  diverse  and  unique  needs  of  each 
student. 


6.  A  neighborhood  school  is  the  school  a  child  would  normally  attend  with  siblings  and 
neighbors. 

7.  Inclusion  is  a  philosophy  whereby  every  student  is  accorded  dignity  and  worth,  is  evaluated 
in  terms  of  individual  needs  and  is  accepted  as  a  unique  individual  in  regular  education  and 
regular  classes. 

Legislation 

The  proposed  integration  policy  is  based  on  section  29  of  the  School  Act,  which  states  that 
school  boards  must  provide  programs  that  meet  the  needs  of  all  their  resident  students,  and  that 
students  with  special  needs  may  be  placed  in  a  special  education  program  provided  that  parents 
are  consulted  and  (where  appropriate)  the  students. 

Procedures 

1.  School  boards  are  responsible  for  the: 

(a)  identification,  assessment  and  placement  of  exceptional  students; 

(b)  development  and  implementation  of  Individualized  Program  Plans  (IPPs); 

(c)  evaluation  of  the  individual  progress  of  exceptional  students. 

2.  School  boards  shall  develop,  keep  current,  and  implement  written  policies  and  procedures 
consistent  with  provincial  policies  and  procedures  on  integration. 

3.  Consistent  with  section  29(3)  of  the  School  Act,  consultation  shall  occur  before  a  board 
places  a  student  in  a  program  for  exceptional  students. 

4.  Boards  shall  also  provide  for  parental  consultation  and  involvement  in  decisions  that  affect 
their  children  in  the  program  areas  described  in  number  1  above. 

5.  Boards  are  responsible  for  advising  and  informing  parents: 

(a)  of  their  right  to  appeal  decisions  affecting  the  education  of  their  children,  and 

(b)  of  local  and  provincial  methods  of  disputes  resolution. 

6.  School  boards  should  consider  involving  students,  parents,  teachers  and  administrators,  and 
representatives  of  community  agencies  in  the  development  of  integration  policies  and 
procedures,  where  appropriate. 

7.  The  Individualized  Program  Plans  (IPPs)  of  exceptional  students  will  identify: 

•  specific  education  and  non-instructional  strategies 

•  long-term  goals  and  short  term  objectives 

•  evaluation  procedures  and  diagnostic  information  on  which  the  plan  is  based 

•  review  dates 


•  integration  plans  for  students  who  are  served  outside  of  the  regular  classroom 

•  reintegration  plans  for  students  who  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  regular  classroom. 

8.  In  developing  and  implementing  programs  for  exceptional  students,  Boards  shall  designate 
a  staff  person  to  be  responsible  for  co-ordinating  all  services  required  by  any  student  and 
provided  by  the  school  jurisdiction  or  other  agency. 

9.  Alberta  Education  supports  integration  by  providing  special  education  grants  to  school 
boards  that  allow  flexibility  in  making  decisions  about  programs. 

Boards  may  be  eligible  for  the  following  grants: 

•  Special  Education  Block  Grant 

•  Transportation  and  Maintenance  for  Disabled  Students 

•  Institutional  Services 

•  Resident  Students  of  the  Government  Grant 

•  Special  Education  Extension  Grant 

•  High  Incidence  Grant. 

10.  Alberta  Education  is  responsible  for  monitoring  programs  and  services  provided  to  students. 


WHERE  WE  GO  FROM  HERE 

Alberta  Education  is  supporting  teachers  and  students  involved  in  integration.  Future  learning 
resource  needs  of  students  are  being  addressed  through  a  needs  assessment  survey.  Teachers 
and  administrators  have  been  assisted  through  professional  development  activities.  Several 
educators  are  working  with  Alberta  Education  to  provide  resources  on  developing  integration 
policy  and  strategies  for  integration  in  the  regular  classroom.  Alberta  Education  continues  to 
provide  grants  to  improve  access  to  school  buildings  for  students  with  special  needs. 

Alberta  Education  has  also  planned  a  number  of  follow-up  initiatives  to  complement  a  new 
policy  on  integration.  A  review  of  the  experiences  of  Yellowhead  School  Division  in  integrating 
exceptional  children  has  been  completed  and  will  be  shared  with  school  boards  and  other 
interested  groups.  A  survey  of  schools  with  practices  supporting  integration  is  underway  and 
this  information  will  be  shared  with  other  schools.  A  financial  review  will  be  undertaken.  The 
Alberta  Teachers'  Association  has  surveyed  teachers  on  their  attitudes  regarding  integration.  All 
of  these  activities  are  designed  to  work  with  school  boards,  schools,  teachers  and  parents  to 
share  information  and  to  find  effective  ways  of  meeting  the  needs  of  exceptional  children. 

School  boards  will  have  a  major  role  in  deciding  how  integration  can  be  accomplished.  They 
will  need  to  assess  their  local  circumstances  and  decide  what  teacher  training,  resource 
acquisition  and  other  initiatives  are  necessary  for  them  to  achieve  the  goal  of  ftiU  participation 
of  exceptional  students. 

Integration  is  not  just  about  children.  It  is  also  the  integration  of  programs,  funding  and 
facilities.  One  teacher  in  a  classroom  cannot  meet  ^  the  needs  of  students.  They  need  the  help 
of  speech  pathologists,  doctors,  social  workers,  community  agencies,  as  well  as  the  departments 
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of  Health  and  Family  and  Social  Services,  all  working  together  as  a  team  to  meet  the  child's 
needs.  Through  partnership  arrangements,  at  the  provincial  and  local  level,  necessary  support 
services  will  be  made  available  to  enable  exceptional  students  to  benefit  from  placement  in 
regular  school  programs. 

This  consultation  paper  is  being  distributed  widely  for  discussion  and  reaction.  We  invite  school 
staff,  parents,  community  groups  and  all  interested  Albertans  to  send  us  their  comments  and 
advice.  We  encourage  schools  and  other  groups  to  hold  meetings  to  discuss  the  policy.  Alberta 
Education  staff  will  be  pleased  to  attend  meetings  on  request  and  to  help  in  any  way  they  can. 

We  ask  you  to  take  the  time  to  complete  the  accompanying  response  form  and  return  it  in  the 
self-addressed  envelope  provided. 

For  more  information,  contact: 


Education  Response  Centre 

Education  Response  Centre-Edmonton 
6240-  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  3L2 

Telephone:  422-6326 


Education  Response  Centre-Calgary 
5139  -  14  Street  S.W. 
Calgary,  Alberta 
T2T  3W5 

Telephone:  297-4606 


Regional  Offices  of  Education 

Zone  1 

Grande  Prairie  Regional  Office 
12th  Floor,  214  Place 
9909  -  102  Street 
Grande  Prairie,  Alberta 
T8V  2V4 

Telephone:  538-5130 

Zones  2  and  3 

Edmonton  Regional  Office 
7th  Floor,  Westcor  Building 
12323  Stony  Plain  Road 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5N  3Y5 

Telephone:  427-2952 


Zone  4 


Red  Deer  Regional  Office 

3rd  Floor  West,  Provincial  Building 

4920-51  Avenue 

Red  Deer,  Alberta 

T4N  6K8 

Telephone:  340-5262 


Zone  5 

Calgary  Regional  Office 

Room  1200,  Rocky  Mountain  Plaza 

615  Macleod  TraU  S.E. 

Calgary,  Alberta 

T2G4T8 

Telephone:  297-6353 
Zone  6 

Lethbridge  Regional  Office 
Provincial  Building 
200  -  5  Avenue  South 
Lethbridge,  Alberta 
TIJ  4C7 

Telephone:  381-5243 
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